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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT UNDER 37 CFR LI 15 

Applicant request entry of the following amendments prior to consideration of the 
35 claims pending in the application. 

IN THE ABSTRACT: Add the following abstract: 

Process to remove solid slag particles from a mixture of solid slag particles and 
40 water present in a quench zone, which quench zone is part of a process for the 
preparation of synthesis gas by partial combustion of finely dispersed solid carbon- 
containing fuel with an oxygen-containing gas, by a) discharging of the mixture from the 
quench zone to a first vessel, (b) discharging slag particles from the first vessel to a 
second vessel and discharging water poor in solid slag from the second vessel, which 
45 second vessel is located below and fluidly connected to said first vessel by means of an 


